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SLAVERY  AT  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year  an  ordinance  was  promulgated  in  this 
colony,  similar  in  its  principle  and  provisions  to  that  which  has  been 
established  in  Trinidad,  for  regulating  the  future  treatment  of  slaves. 
It  has  generally  been  supposed  in  this  countiy,  that  at  the  Cape  ot 
Good  Hope  the  condition  of  the  slaves  was  so  mild  as  to  call  for  no 
such  interference  on  the  part  of  Government.  But  it  inight  have  been 
assumed  with  certainty,  that  the  accounts  which  led  io  such  a  conclu- 
sion were  founded  either  in  gross  ignorance  or  in  wilful  misrepresenta- 
tion. Slavery  is  an  institution  which,  wherever  it  exists,  must  produce 
misery  and  degradation  to  all  concerned  in  it;  to  the  master  as  well  as 
to  the  slave.  Its  effect  in  our  West  India  colonies  we  are  already 
familiar  with.  We  shall  hereafter  be  called  to  witness  its  still  more 
horrid  and  revoking  results  as  they  are  exhibited  in  the  Mauritius. 
At  present  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Of  the 
state  of  slavery  in  that  colony,  as  it  existed  down  to  the  month  of 
January  last,  we  are  enabled  to  put  our  readers  in  possession  of  some 
authentic  details  which  have  been  furnished  by  a  colonist  now  in  this 
country,  on  whose  information  we  place  implicit  reliance.  These  de- 
tails first  appeared  in  the  New  Monthly  Magazine  for  November  last : 
we  have  satisfied  ourselves  of  their  truth,  and  we  give  them  with  confi- 
dence to  our  readers. 

"  Cafie  of  Good  Hope,  Jan.  5,  1826. 

*'  The  mildness  of  Slavery  at  the  Cape  has  been  much  dwelt  upon 
by  certain  travellers,  whose  opinions  on  this  subject,  being  re-echoed 
by  the  Quarterly  Review  and  similar  publications,  seem  to  be  generally 
admitted  in  England  as  perfectly  just  and  incontrovertible.  I  am  now 
satisfied,  however,  that  the  term,  except  in  a  very  restricted  sense,  is 
altogether  inapplicable.  The  general  condition  of  slaves  in  this  colony, 
compared  with  some  others,  (such,  forexam|Tle,  as  the  Isle  of  France,) 
may,  indeed,  be  correctly  described  as  less  deplorable :  but  with  all  its 
boasted  alleviations,  and  in  spite  of  every  sweetening  ingredient,  slavery 
at  the  Cape  is  assuredly  still  a  bitter  and  baleful  draught. 

"  Should  the  comparative  mildness  of  Cape  slavery,  however,  be  ad- 
mitted, what  a  powerful  argument  does  not  this  admission  make  for  the 


«pet«iy  annihildlion  ut  human  l>ondage  lhroii<;houl  ihcir  colonies,  by 
ihe  powers  of  Cfiristum  Eurojie  '  If  slaves  are  such  wrcUhetl  iMiiit;* 
AS  1  shall  soon  prove  thera  to  be,  even  at  the  Cape,  what  must  be  thtir 
coudilion  m  oliier  colonies  '  Wluil  must  be  the  coiuiition  of  iheir 
masters  ' 

•*  Tlie  slaves  of    this   settlement  can  claim    no  respite    from   their 
masters"  service,  except  ou  Sunday;   and,   as   re^rds   the   household 
slaves,  only  partially  on  that  day.     They  cannot  le^lly  marry,  or  legi- 
timate their  oM-ipnn^,  without  the  concurrence  of  their  (jwner — a  con- 
currence which    Ins    interests  or  his  prejudices  induce    him,   in  almost 
every  instance,  to  refuse.     They  cannot  claim  their  freedom  on  present- 
ing their  purchase-money.     They  are  frequently  sold  by  public  auction 
on  the  death  or  bankruptcy  of  their  owners  ;  and  ihev  are  liable   at  all 
times,  from  casualty  or  from  caprice,  to  be  irretrievably  separated  from 
their  wives,  children,  and  dearest  connections.    At  public  sales  the  dis- 
tressing spectacle  of  the  wile  torn  from  the  husband,  and  the  children 
from  the  parents,  is  so  familiar  as  scarcely  to  interest  the  feelings  of  the 
spectators.     Coarse  jocularity  and  indecent  merriment  seldom  fail,  on 
such   occasions,  to  be  rudely  bandied  between  the  auctioneers  and  the 
rival  bitlders.     .Moreover,  the  slave  is  liable  to  be  flogged  whenever  his 
owner's  arrogant  caprice  may  require  it ;   and  should  he  sutler  ill-treat- 
ment from  his   master  or  the  magistrate,  he  possesses  in  the  laws  (at 
least  as  they  are  usually  adniinistered)  no  security  for  obtaining  redress. 
*•  Yet   the  slave-holders  in  this  colony   continually  exclaim — *  Uur 
slaves  are  as  well  fed  and  clothed  as  your  English  peasantry — inrinitely 
better  than  your  wretched   Irish  :   in  what  respect,  then,   can   they  be 
considered  objects  of  commiseration  ?'     If  such  assertions  were   unde- 
niable,  the  deduction  drawn  from  them  is  not,  on  that  account,  tlie  less 
fallacious.      .\  few  facts  will  show  the  futility  of  such  arguments. 

"  In  .August,  IS"25,  I  was  walking  with  a  friend  in  the  streets  of 
Graaff-Reinelt  (a  country  town  about  five  hundred  miles  from  the 
capital),  when  we  were  accosted,  in  pretty  good  English,  by  a  man  of 
the  Malay  complexion.  My  companion,  whom  he  addressed  by  name, 
asked  how  he  came  to  know  him.  The  man  replied,  that  he  had  occa- 
sionally seen  him  at  the  house  of  his  former  master  in  Cape  Town.  On 
farther  inquiry,  he  told  us  the  following  distressing  story:  — 

"  He  was  a  slave,  and  had  a  wife  and  several  children  also  in  slavery. 
Being  an  expert  waggon-driver,  his  master  was  offered  a  high  price 
for  him  by  a  person  from  Graati-Keinett.  The  offer  was  accepted,  but 
the  agreement  concealed  from  the  object  of  it.  He  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed With  the  waggon  of  his  new  purchaser  into  the  interior,  but  giveii 
to  underst.ind  that  il  was  on  his  old  master's  business,  and  that  he 
should  return  in  a  few  months.  On  arriving  at  Graaff-Reinett,  however, 
he  was  ma«le  acquainted  «ith  the  transaction,  and  then  found  that  he 
was  for  ever  separated  from  all  he  cherished  on  earth.  Even  some 
bttle  property  in  money  and  clothes,  which  he  had  hoarded  and  left  be- 
hind him,  he  II  id  never  been  able  to  recover,  although  (wo  or  three 
years  had  el  qjsed,  and  he  h  id  made  repeated  applications  for  it.  The 
poor  man  jpptrund  extremely  dejected,  and  Ins  melanclioly  tale  was 
jfterwards  fuJIy  cuntidiied  to  me  by  other  authority. 

"  .Another  recent  illustration  I  shall  extract  from  the  letter  of  a  friend 
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—a  gentleman  in  the  civil  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  who  re- 
cently spent  some  years  at  the  Cape. 

"•While  I  was  residing  in  the  vicinily  of  A1ro»  Bay,  there  came  to  the.  hou^e,  late  at  niRhl, 
■n  old  »lave  woman,  who  had  fled  from  the  ill  usage  of  tier  mistress.  She  bore  on  her  body  niarkt 
of  previous  ill-treatment,  liaving  had  three  of  her  ribs  broken  at  an  earlier  period  of  life,  when 
»he  was  in  tlie  possession  of  a  former  master.     She  was  then  in  the  family  of  an  English  resident, 

who  had   married  a  Dutch    woman,    and   had    been    some    years    settled  at  ,  within  a   few 

miles  of  Algoa  Bay.  Her  dress  was  a  filtJiy  uutanned  sheep-skiii  j)Cttieoal,  with  a  few  old  rngs 
about  her  head,  aud  a  dirty  shee(>-skin  thrown  over  her  shoulders.  She-  had  absconded  from  her 
master's  house  the  preceding  nignt ;  and  after  concealing  herself  iu  the  day-time,  had  made  her 
way,  the  night  following,  to  the  house  where  we  resided. 

"  'The  next  moruiui;,  the  sou  of  the  owner  came  to  drive  back  the  old  woman  before  him. 
Wlien  1  proposed  to  purth.ise  from  him  the  freedom  of  the  slave,  and  stated  her  advanced  age, 
he  said  that  the  work  the  old  creature  did  was  very  considerable  ;  and  instanced  her  bringing  daily 
to  the  house  as  much  fire  wood  on  her  back  as  any  man  could  carry  ;  adding,  that,  though  hf  was 
willing  to  let  the  unhappy  wretch  have  rejt  iu  her  latter  years,  he  could  not  part  with  her  services 
under  five  hundred  rix  dollars.  Ultimately,  however,  he  agreed  to  reduce  her  price  lo  four 
hundred.' 

*'  Tlie  poor  creature,  thus  emancipated,  by  the  generosity  of  a  stranger, 
now  enjoys  liberty  and  repose  at  the  Missionary  Institution  of  Bethels- 
dorp  ;  but  how  seldom,  among  innumerable  cases  of  equal  hardship, 
can  it  happen  that  a  solitary  individual  is  thus  relieved  ? 

"  Examples,  such  as  these,  of  the  wretchedness  of  slavery  at  the 
Cape,  might  be  adduced  without  end,  for  they  are  of  familiar  and  e\ery- 
day  occurrence.  But  since  the  authority  of  distinguished  writers  is  so 
often  brought  forward  to  prove  that  iu  South  Africa  slavery  is  lillle  more 
than  a  name,  let  us  now  produce  the  evidence  of  a  celebrated  traveller 
on  the  subject.  Dr.  Sparrman,  a  man  not  less  distinguished  for  his 
candour  and  integrity  than  for  his  eminence  in  science,  and  who,  from 
the  familiar  footing  on  which  his  simple  manners  and  mode  of  travelling 
placed  him  with  every  class  of  the  inhabitants,  was  well  qualified  to 
ibrm  a  correct  judgment  on  this  point,  has  given  a  very  ditterent  pic- 
ture of  South  African  slavery  from  certain  recent  writers,  who,  in  their 
slight  and  soothing  descriptions  of  it,  have  either  intentionally  flattered 
the  slave-holders,  or  their  opportunities  of  observation  had  never  ex- 
tended beyond  the  well-dressed  and  pampered  domestic  slaves  of  Cape 
Town.  Sparrman,  on  mentioning  the  murder  of  a  planter  in  the  inte- 
rior by  two  of  his  slaves,  makes  the  following  just  remarks: — 

"  '  Yet  whatever  might  be  the  real  reason  for  committing  this  dreadful  crinu-,  I  am  convinced 
that  it  had  its  origin  in  the  very  essence  and  nature  of  the  Slave  'IVade,  in  whatever  manner  aud 
in  whatever  country  it  may  be  practised;  a  motive  which  I  found  had  as  much  influence  among 
the  Christians,  in  many  places,  as  among  the  Turks  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  to  induce  the  un- 
happy slaves,  and  still  more  their  tyrannical  masUis,  to  behave  very  strangely  ;  nay,  sometimes 
to  be  gailty  of  tire  most  horrid  cruelties.  I  have  known  some  colonists,  not  only  in  the  heat  of 
their  passion,  but  even  deliberately  and  in  ccAd  blood,  undertake  themselves  the  low  otlue  (til  Ouly 
for  tlie  executioner,)  of  not  only  flayiug,  for  a  trifling  neglect,  botii  the  backs  and  limbs  ol  their 
slaves  by  a  peculiar  5  ow  lingering  method,  but  likewise,  outdoing  the  very  tigers  in  cruelty,  throw 
pepper  and  salt  over  the  wounds.  But  what  appeared  to  me  more  strange  and  horrid,  was  to 
hear  a  colonist,  not  only  describe  with  great  seeming  satisfacUou  the  whole  process  of  this 
diabolical  invention,  but  even  pride  himself  on  the  practice  of  it ;  aud  rack  his  brains,  m  order  to 
fiod  sophisms  in  defence  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  Slave  Trade;  in  which  occupation  the  important 
post  h«  eujoyed  iu  the  colony,  aud  his  own  interest,  had  engaged  him.  He  was,  however,  a 
European  by  birth  ;  of  a  free  and  civilized  nation  ;  and,  indeed,  gave  evident  proofs  of  fKissessing 
a  kind  and  tender  heart  ;  so  that,  perhaps,  it  would  be  ditficult  to  show  any  where  a  greater  coii- 
tradictioQ  in  the  disposition  of  man,  though  in  a  world  composed  almost  entirely  of  contradictions.' 

"  Strange  and  horrid  as  this  anomaly  of  character  appeared  to  the 
worthy  Sparrman,  it  is  to  this  day  as  common  as  ever  among  slave- 
holdei:>,— who,  though  in  other  respects  luiiiiane  and  good-natured,  bo- 
come,  by  long  practice,  altogellier  callous  and  cruel-heurlcd  in  punish- 


iijg  llicu  sl.ivca.  I  luivf  inyscir  wiltiessetl  many  striking  insiaucts  ot 
ihis.  1  h.ive  even  known  ladies,  bom  ami  t-ducaled  iu  Eii^hiiid,  chari- 
Uble  and  benevolent  in  llieir  i^eneral  character,  yet  capable  ol'  standing 
uver  their  female  slaves  while  they  were  Hogged,  and  afterwards  order- 
ing salt  and  pepper  to  be  rubbed  into  their  lacerated  llesh !  It  is  slavery, 
corrupting,  hardening,  brutalizing  slavery,  that  produces  this  deplorable- 
change  in  human  feeling«;  unci  while  it  degiades  to  the  dust  the 
wretched  victim  of  ojjpression,  vitiates,  by  a  terrible  re-action,  the  heart 
and  character  of  the  oppressor. — '  Never  be  kind,  nor  speak  kindly 
to  a  slave,'  said  another  English  lady  at  the  Cape,  to  a  female  relative 
of  mine;  '  I  have  fuund.'  added  she,  'by  experunce  in  my  own  house- 
hold, that  nothing  but  hauteur  and  harshness  will  do  with  slaves.' 

"  ■  Thttt  II  A  U».  loJceJ,  ;»*j>  S^JJfrm  id)  e«;jlinj  lU  the  colony,  which  (jrohibiu  m«ierj  from 
kithog  their  sUtc*,  ot  from  Aotsgiot  or  otherwise  cliuliiiog  Ihem  with  too  great  MiveriC; ;  but 
how  It  •  tikve  to  go  to  l*w  with  his  m.>3ler,  who  u,  u  it  were,  his  sovereijo  ;  »n(l  who,  by  the 
ume  Uws,  hu  ■  riglit  (ur  at  Irait  miy,  by  diot  of  bribes,  purchase  that  ri;h()  '.o  have  him  i'.ointd 
at  the  public  whipping  post,  not  nbiolately  to  ileaUi,  iniireJ,  yet  uot  r<r  from  it  ;  ami  this 
merely  oo  tha  itrriisih  of  the  mailer's  own  tesiiinouy,  and  without  aay  farther  iniuitition  lolo 
the  menu  of  the  caac  '  llie  master  has,  besides,  so  far  his  slave's  life  in  his  hands,  that  by 
ratiaj  and  abusing  him  day  by  day,  as  likewise  by  pro|>er  '  domrstir  discipline,'  as  it  b  called, 
such  as  heavy  iruo  chains,  h^rd  work,  and  little  meat,  he  may  without  controal,  by  little  and 
little,  i.'ioujli  soon  enough  for  hu  purpose,  worry  the  poor  fellnw  out  of  iiis  life.  In  conse<)ueace 
of  this,  the  unluppy  sUves,  who  are  frequently  endued  with  finer  feelings  and  nobler  seutiments 
of  humaaiiy,  though  for  the  roost  pan  actuated  by  stronger  passions  than  (heir  masters,  ot'teo 
give  lheins«lTe«  up  totally  to  despondency,  and  commit  various  acts  of  desperation  and  violvnce. 
Divers  circumstances  and  LOosideiatious  may,  perhaps,  concur  to  luduce  a  wretch  lu  this 
situation  (o  exempt  liis  tyrant  from  the  dagger  wlmh  Uf  plunges  in  Ins  own  bosom  ;  content  with 
bciB}  thus  abl*  to  put  an  cod  to  his  own  rcisery,  and  at  the  same  time  to  disappoint  his  greedy 
■nostar  of  the  profits  aruing  froni  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  A  fcnale  slave,  who  haj  been  just 
bought  at  a  high  pnce,  and  rather  prrnncurcly  treated  with  seventy  by  her  mistress,  who  lived 
ID  the  Roode-ssBd  district,  haaged  herself  the  same  night  out  of  rrreoge  and  despair.  Just  at 
l)ie  entrance  of  her  new  mistress's  bed-chamber.  A  young  man  and  woman  who  were  slaves  it 
the  Cape,  and  wrie  passioikately  fund  of  each  otlier,  solicited  their  master,  in  conlorniity  with 
the  esLablished  cus'.oin,  for  his  consent  to  llieir  being  united  in  wedlock,  though  all  in  vaio,  as 
from  some  whira  or  caprice  he  was  induced  absolutely  to  forbid  it.  The  eonse<juencc  was,  that 
tne  lover  was  aeiacd  with  a  s«Qgular  fit  of  despair  ;  and  having  liist  plunged  a  dagger  into  ihe  heart 
of  the  object  01  his  dearest  wishes,  immediately  afterwards  put  an  rud  to  his  own  life.  But 
haw  fBaay  hundred  iostaores,  not  less  dreadful  than  these,  mi^ht  be  pro^luced  to  this  purpose.'* 

"  How  indeed  can  it  be  wondered  at,  that  hatred  and  revenge  on  the 
part  of  the  slave,  and  suspicion  and  dislike  on  the  part  of  the  master, 
should  be  so  generally  ihe  result  of  this  unnatural  relationship.  And 
amidst  the  continual  eHervesceiice  of  such  feelings,  is  it  surpribing  that 
instances  of  masters  tiogging  their  slaves  to  death,  of  shooting  them 
in  a  passion,  or  cases  of  still  more  cool-blooded  and  revolting  atrocity, 
should  occasionally  occur'  Or  is  it  surprising,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
desperate  nsings  of  the  slaves  to  murder  their  masters,  ami  their  far 
more  frefjuenl  attempts  to  destroy  them  secretly  by  poison,  should  be 
equally  familiar  al  the  Cape  as  iu  other  slave  colonies  ? 

"  That  such  ocxurrence*  are  suthciently  frequent  and  familiar  at  the 
Cape,  no  one  who  has  lived  a  few  years  in  the  colony  v^ill  deny.  It 
will  1>€  surtjcient  to  refer  merely  to  a  few  recent  examples.  In  18'2'2, 
Mr.  Gebhardt,  the  son  of  a  country  clergyman,  was  executed  for  Hogging 
to  death  one  of  his  father's  slaves.  At  that  lime  there  were  live  cases 
ul  slave  murder  belore  the  deputy  fiscal,  all  of  a  more  aggravated  cha- 
racter lh»u  that  of  this   unfortunate  young  man,  though  he  alone  was 


*  "  Sfarrmaa's   Voyage  to  the  Cape  <>f  Good  lloi't."  ^ol.  ii.  p    JH- 
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punished  capitally.  A  far  more  atrocious  case  occiirretl  a  few  year.^ 
previously  (though  from  some  cause  or  other  not  brought  to  eapitnl 
conviction)  of  a  monster,  who  actually  roasted  one  of  his  slaves  Hiivc 
in  an  oven.  In  1824,  a  young  man  of  ray  own  acquaiutunce  shot  one 
of  his  slaves  in  a  passion,  and  was  for  this  crime  condemned  by  the 
court  of  circuit  to  one  year's  imprisonment. 

"In  October  1824,  two  attempts  of  slaves  to  poison  their  mistresses 
occurred  within  my  own  circle  of  acquaintance.  In  the  same  year 
occurred  the  desperate  outrage  of  a  few  slaves  and  Hottentots  in  the 
Bokkeveld,  who  being  cruelly  treated  by  their  masters,  and  summanly 
flogged  by  the  local  magistracy,  whenever  they  went  to  claim  redress, 
at  length  rose  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  destroyed  two  or  three  of 
the  colonists  ;  for  which  crime  several  of  them  were  hanged,  and  others 
condemned  to  work  in  irons  for  life.  In  the  same  year,  or  in  the  close 
of  1823,  a  slave  woman,  in  the  district  of  GraaH-Reinett  was  convicted 
of  having  murdered  her  own  child,  in  order  to  revenge  herself  upon  her 
mistress,  by  whom  she  had  been  harshly  used.  I  am  not  aware 
whether  or  not  this  unhappy  wretch  was  executed,  but  I  read  the  evi- 
dence on  her  trial  at  the  time  in  the  hands  of  the  Deputy  Landdrost 
Fiscal. 

"  The  following  case  occurred  in  1822.  The  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
burgher,  residing  in  Graaff-Reinett,  was  suspected  of  having  murdered 
her  illegitimate  child,  in  order  to  conceal  her  disgrace.  The  Land- 
drost, Captain  Stockenstrom,  (an  active  and  impartial  magistrate),  after 
due  investigation  of  the  facts,  apprehended  the  girl,  together  with  one 
of  the  female  slaves  of  the  colony,  and  an  old  Hottentot  woman  who 
assisted  at  the  accouchement.  The  prisoners  were  finally  transmitted 
to  Cape  Town  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Fiscal  before  the  Court  of  Jus- 
tice. It  appeared  from  the  evidence  elicited  on  the  trial,  that  the  mo- 
tlier  had  either  strangled  the  infant  herself,  or  forced  the  slave  by 
threats  to  do  so ;  and  that  the  slave  had  afterwards  carried  away  and 
concealed  the  body.  The  court  condemned  the  mother  of  the  infant 
and  the  slave  to  capital  punishment  for  the  murder,  and  the  Hottentot 
woman  to  twelve  months  imprisonment. 

"  From  this  sentence,  the  friends  of  the  white  woman  appealed  ;  and 
the  governor,  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  reversed  the  sentence 
in  her  favour.  She  was  consequently  liberated  ;  re-appeared  among 
her  acquaintance,  as  if  nothing  had  occurred,  and  in  a  few  months  was 
married. 

"  But  what  became  of  the  unhappy  slave  woman,  who  had  been  the 
accomplice  of  her  young  mistress  in  the  crime  ?  Who  appealed  in  her 
behalf?  Who  implored  mercy  for  her?  Not  her  master:  he  endea- 
voured to  impute  to  her  all  the  guilt,  and  willingly  surrendered  her  life 
as  a  ransom  for  that  of  his  daughter.  Not  the  members  of  the  Court 
of  Justice  :  they  had,  as  they  deemed,  duly  performed  their  functions, 
and  would  not  interfere  beyond  them.  Not  the  Court  of  Appeals  :  it 
had  saved  the  free  woman  ;  it  cared  not  for  the  slave.  Not  the  public  : 
there  is  no  public  voice  heard  at  the  Cape. 

"  The  poor  slave  remained  in  jail ;  and  was  about  to  be  sacrificed 
alone  for  a  crime,  in  which  (if  she  assisted  at  all)  it  was  evident  she 
was  nul  the  principal,  but  merely  the  blind  accomplice  of  her  inislrcs^. 


294 

\^licllii.'r  Iroiii  obset|uiou»  atlaL-linieul  oi  Ironi  st-ivilc  leiir.  Al  lliis  crisis, 
A  fricud  of  huiuaiiily  —a  cdsuul  Msilor  f'min  India,  heard  ul'  ht-r  [jitilul 
<.«»e  wiih  mleri^sl  and  iiidi^naliuu.  He  visited  her  iii  piisoii,  drcsv  up 
u  strong  statcincul  on  the  subject,  and  laid  il  belore  the  j^uvernor.  The 
j^overnor,  Uiout;h  he  had  previously  passed  it  over  uninjliccd,  was  now 
moved;   and  tlie  poor  crt-ature  was  saved. 

••  1  have  stated  that  niolhers  and  children  are  often  separate<i  by  beiiiq: 
sold  to  dirierent  purchasers  at  the  public  sales.  Kxainpies  of  this  are  of 
daily  occurrence  ;  but  one  or  two  will  sutticienlly  illustrate  this  part  of 
the  subject. 

*'  Advertisement  extracted  I'ruin  the  Cape  Gazette  of  Oct.  IJlh.  \S2Z  : — 

"'To  S«  Mia  by  «uc(ioa,  lu  the  higUrat  bidder,  00  llie  lith  iiijUuC.  by  order  of  ihe  l>o*id  of 
Orph<u   M«stci),   in    such  coudiUoa  ai   fill   llieu  be  t^-cjltcd,  Uie  buildiugs  oo  llie  LodO   I'Ucr 
lirotxi   Kruil,  .iC  Berg  Ki«cr,  dutrui  ol  Stcllrubotch. 

••'There  will  «l>u  be  told  •  female  »l«ve.  n»ined  CindAU,  ot  Moz.>mbii{ue,  til'lyfour  ye»r>  old, 
wiUi  her  &\e  ctiildrea ;  !ia(>hirK,  *(ed  Uiineeo  ysiri ;  Kv<,  tea  ;  Cjud<t>a,  oiae  ;  J*Duc(je,  icven  , 
aud  Carlo,  five,  raili  lu  be  pul  u^  srpara'.ely .' 

'*  Tlie  following  account  of  a  scene  of  this  kind,  is  oxtraclctl  from  the 
letter  of  a  friend  of  ihu  writer,  while  travelling  in  the  interior  of  the 
Colony  : — 

••'  HaviDg  learDCd  ihjit  there  Was  lo  t>e  >  sale  ol'  tattle,  larni  stock,  ice.  by  auctioo,  at  a  Vrjil- 
Corucl'j  iQ  the  viciuily,  we  halted  our  waggou  oue  day  tor  the  pur^ju^e  o(  procuriui;  a  fresh  Spaiin 
ol  oieo.  Among  the  »tnck  of  the  lirni  sold,  wjs  a  li-iiiaJe  »ljvr  and  hrr  three  children.  The 
iwu  eldest  children  were  girls,  the  one  iboul  lliirireii  yr«rs  uf  .ii;e,  .lud  the  other  about  eleveu  , 
the  youngest  was  a  boy.  The  whole  f.>inily  were  rihibiiid  to^iti.er,  but  they  were  sold  separately , 
aod  to  differeuC  purchasers.  The  farmers  exainiurd  thtm  as  if  they  had  been  so  niaoy  head  ol 
cattle.  While  the  sale  was  goiog  oo,  the  mother  and  her  children  were  eahibiled  on  a  table,  that 
they  might  b«  seen  by  the  company,  which  was  very  large.  There  could  not  liave  been  a  hiier 
•  ubject  tor  an  able  painter,  than  this  unhappy  group.  J  he  tears,  l^ie  anxiety,  the  au.;ui>h  ol 
the  mother,  while  sha  met  the  gaie  of  Uie  multitude,  eyed  the  ditfereul  countenances  ol  the 
bidden,  or  cast  a  heart-rending  look  upon  the  children  ;  aod  the  simplicity  and  touching  sorrow 
ul  the  poor  young  ones,  while  they  clung  to  their  distracted  parent,  wiping  their  eyes,  and  halt 
concealing  their  fices,— contrasted  with  th<-  marked  inseiiMbility  and  jocular  coaotenances  uf  the 
spectators  and  purchasers,— furnished  a  striking  commentary  on  the  miseries  of  slavery,  .\nd  its 
dab«sing  effects  upon  Uic  hearts  uf  its  abettors.  While  the  woman  was  in  this  distressed  situation 
she  was  asked  "Can  you  feed  sheep'"  Her  reply  was  to  indistinct  that  it  escaped  me;  but 
It  was  probably  id  the  negative,  for  her  purchaser  rejoined  in  a  loud  and  harsh  voice,  "  I1uu  I 
will  irach  you  with  the  jjamt)OC.*'"  Die  mother  and  hrr  three  children  were  sold  to  three  separate 
purchasers,  and  they  were  li'.crally  torn  from  each  other.  Mow  just  tJie  reinark  of  Cowper, — 
■  Hiere  is  ao  Mesh  in  mau's  obdurate  heart- 
It  does  not  feel  for  man  !  ' 

"  The  following  notices  of  cases  between  masters  and  slaves,  are  ex- 
tracted from  the  Annual  Lists  of  trials  before  the  Court  of  Justice,  and 
lU  Commissioners,  inserted  in  the  Cape  Gazette  :  and  are  only  a  small 
Selection  out  of  a  multitude  of  such  cases,  in  Cape  Town  and  its  vi- 
cinity, between  the  years  1817  and  182'2.  Brief  as  these  notices  are, 
they  may  suffice,  without  any  comment,  to  exhibit,  in  a  distinct  lit;ht, 
the  de^'raded  condition  of  men  in  slavery, (even  in  its  mildest  state.)  and 
the  striking  inequality  of  llie  Colonial  laws  and  Courts  of  Justice,  as 
they  practically  aJfect  them  and  their  masters  :  — 

Vlllt'l   4      Ni.t«<.  ••  Va.-«j   %.   Vtuttri. 

-  Jacob  ol  Moiamhi'iue.  slave  of  W.Senryotyn,  "  Johannes  J.  Syndcrt,  lor  the  cruel  trrstmcnl 

for  tkrraleoing  the  life  of  hit  mastar,  and  mak-  of  a  slave,  who  was  slid  to  have  died  in  coiise- 

ing    resistance     against    the    VeldComel  ■    coo-  qucucc    condemned  losit  monliis  luiprisoomtiil. 

dtainrd  to  be  rtpoted  to  public  view,  made  fast  ••  C    Jansen.  Ruropean  servant  of  J.   R.  Louw, 

by   a   ropo  under   the   gallowl.   thereupon  to  be  nn  a  charge  ol  ill-treatment  preferred  aKam^l  him 

•ogged.    braiida.1.     and     roofined     on     Robbcn  by    Dirdrik    and  Joseph,  slaves  uf    said    Luuw: 

l«:«n.l     ■.  .  w    ••   loifons.iui    Mr-  '  oudenued     in     a     ceiialty     ol     hfty     ilidullai> 

*   A  whip  made  ol  Uic  Hhinoecros'  hide 
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"Mailers  v.  Savts, 

'  David,  of  Mozamhique,  shive  of  A.  Laub- 
scher,  for  an  armed  and  violent  attHrk  open  his 
muster:  condemned  to  be  hanged  ;  which  sen- 
leure  received  the  sanction  of  the  aovcrnor : 
Kemitied,  and  returned  to  »aid  master,  with  in- 
formation to  prisoof  r,  on  liis  release,  that  it  is  to 
his  master's  kind  interference  he  owes  his  life, 
as  the  law  certainly  demanded  the  forfeit  of  it. 

["  N.  B.  Had  the  sla»c  been  hanged,  it  would 
have  been  a  loss  to  his  master  of  about  2001. J 

"  Louis,  slave  of  T).  Hugo,  for  wilfully  wound- 
ing his  master  :  condemned  to  be  hanged.  Sen- 
tence remitted  by  the  acting  governor. 


'  SVavts  V.  Mosirrs. 
(SI.  ISs.)  on  behalf  of  the  poor's  box  at  the  Paarr, 

"  C.  A.  Marais,  ou  a  charge  of  ill-treatmenr, 
preferred  against  hi.n  by  his  female  slavs 
.  Kaatje;  defendant  sentenced  in  a  i>enaltjr  o^' 
twenty-five hxdo(lar!.,*Dd  severely  reprimanded. 

"  A.  P.  Zeeman  and  his  wife,  on  a  charge  of 
serious  illtreatment,  preferred  against  them  by 
their  female  (lave  Theresa  :  by  sentence  said 
slave  to  be  jadicially  »old,  and  never  to  come 
again  into  possetsion  of  defendants  or  Iheir  re- 
latives. 

"  O.  C.  Mostert,  for  croel  treatment  of  a  female 
slave,  in  consequence  of  which  she  died :  con- 


'  April,  slave  of  A.  de  Villiers,  on  a  charge  of     demned  to  be  banished  from  this  colony  and  its 


murder:  condemned  to  be  hanged  at  the  village 
of  Stellenbosch,  and  liis  head  and  right  hand  to 
be  cut  off,  and  exposed  to  public  view  on  a 
pole. 

"  Hendrik,  slave  of  P.  S.  Tesselaar,  on  acharge 
of  grossly  ill-treating  his  wife,  in  consequence  of 
which  slie  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child:  con- 
demned to  be  exposed  to  public  view,  with  a 
rope  roand  his  neck,  under  the  gallows:  then 
scourged  and  branded  ;  and  afterwards  to  labour 
in  irons,  without  wages,  on  the  public  works  at 
Kobben  Island  for  life. 

"  Jasmyn,  slave  of  Dirk  Cloct^,  on  a  charge  of 
preferring  a  false  complaint  against  the  l»ind- 
drost  of  Stellenbosch,  to  His  Majesty's  Fiscal; 
condemned  to  be  severely  flogged. 

"  Asia,  slave  of  Isaac  Coclzee,  for  having 
brought  forward  a  false  charge  against  his 
mistress  for  ill-treatment  of  the  femaie  slave 
Diana,  which  was  alleged  to  be  the  cause  of  her 
death  :  condemned  to  be  severely  flogged. 

"  Saptoe,  (a  convict  slave,)  on  a  charge  of 
secretly  entering  a  house,  with  the  presumed 
intention  of  stealing  ;  prisoner  condemned  to  be 
flogged,  branded,  and  con6ned  to  labout  ten 
years  in  irons. 


dependencies  for  twenty  five  years. 

•'  P.  J.  de  Villiers,  on  a  charge  of  ill-treatment 
of  his  slave  April  :  condemned  to  a  confinement 
of  three  months  in  the  prison  of  Stellenbosch. 
Which  sentence,  however,  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  commuted  to  a  p«cuuiary  fine. 

*' P.  S.  Bosman,  on  a  charge  of  ill-treatment, 
preferred  against  him  by  his  slave  July.  The 
complaint  having  been  proved  groundless,  the 
plaintiff  condemned  to  be  flogged.  [TTiis  case 
exhibits  the  most  usual  result  of  complaints  by 
slaves  against  their  masters.] 

"D.  Malang,  on  a  charge  of  excessive  ill- 
treatment  of  one  of  his  slaves,  of  which  his 
death  was  the  consequence,  Defendant  ac- 
quitted of  said  charge,  and  the  plaintiff,  Adam, 
condemned  to  be  flogged. 

"  Johannes  Tobias  Laubscher,  on  a  charge  of 
ill-treatment  preferred  against  him  by  his  slaves 
Stephen,  Marthinus,  and  Solon  :  the  first  and 
second  plaintiffs  sentenced  to  receive  each 
thirty  lashes,  and  the  confinement  suffered  by 
the  third  deemed  an  adequate  punishment. 
The  defendant  was  also  sentenced,  for  reasons 
moving  the  Court,  in  a  penalty  of  thirty  rix- 
dollars,  ril.  10s.) 


"  Such  are  a  few — a  very  few  specimens  of  the  outrages  continually  re- 
curring on  the  part  either  of  the  oppressor  or  the  oppressed,  in  a  coun- 
try where  slavery  is  said  to  assume  its  mildest  aspect.  Yet,  wretched 
as  is  this  state  of  reciprocal  enmity  and  suspicion,  still  more  deplorable, 
if  possible,  is  the  dreadfully  demoralizing  influence  of  slavery  upon  the 
young,  alike  of  the  free  and  the  enthralled  population.  Marriage  and 
baptism,  systematically  discouraged  by  the  masters  in  general,  are  rare 
among  the  slaves.  Promiscuous  intercourse  is  common.  Illicit  con- 
nections with  the  white  men  are  encouraged  among  the  young  female 
slaves — frequently  even  prescribed  by  their  *  Christian '  owners.  In 
Cape  Town  it  is  notorious  as  noon-day,  that  the  rearing  and  educating 
of  handsome  female  slaves,  as  objects  of  licentious  traffic  with  the  Eu- 
ropean, and  especially  with  the  rich  Indian  residents,  is  extensively 
practised  among  slave-holders.  If  such  transactions  are  now  managed 
with  some  greater  regard  to  outward  decorum  than  formerly,  they  are 
not  on  that  account  the  less  frequent ;  and  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  assert- 
ing, in  the  face  of  the  authoritative  dicta  of  the  '  Quarterly  Review,' 
that  the  practice  of  this  disgraceful  traffic  is  still  common  in  the  colony.* 

.  •'  A  writer  in  that  Journal,  in  re\'iewing  a  little  volume,  entitled  '  Notes  on  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,"  in  ISei,  endeavour;,  to  discredit  the  :iuthor's  report  of  the  stale  of  morals,  and  the  auic- 
dotts  he   lias  t'lscn  to   illu«trat»    the  inC.ueiice  of  sl.ivory   in  destroying   fem.ile   drhi.iiy      I  inui 


"  Willie  ihc  female  slaves  areliius  'irt<l  up  to  proslilution,  llic  naclion 
u(  tliL-ir  depravity  upuii  liic  murals  ui  ihe  whil«  p<jpulaliun  ii»  ii|ijctily 
ob>tuu8  and  Iri^hlful.  Brought  up  from  lufancy  lu  cjllision  witli  a 
brutalized  race  of  btiu^s,  from  wf;otu  all  cDjuyinculs  but  lliose  ol  llie 
seiues  are  debarred,  what  can  tSe  youth  of  either  sex  leani  earliest  but 
the  knowledge  of  tviU—lhe  lan^a^e  and  the  lessons  of  licentiousness  ' 
Who  that  has  resided  at  the  Cape  can  be  ignorant  of  the  general  and 
premature  pfoHigacy  of  manners  among  the  young  men  *  Who,  mdeed, 
but  must  be  sensible  that  the  ruling  ^classes  in  every  slave  colony,  are 
(and  must  necessarily  be)  depravt-d  to  an  appalling  ixtenl  by  the  early 
ami  uncontrolled  indulgence  of  alniost  all  the  worst  prc^pensities  of  our 
nature  ? — by  sensuality, unfeeling  stlbshness,"  niTogaace,  rage,  icvcngc  ? 
If  the  African  colonists,  as  a  body,  are,  notwilhslanding  all  this,  l<  ss 
corrupted  ttian  tlie  mass  of  slave-holders  in  sumo  other  countries,  ihi  y 
owe  It  chieHy  to  the  comparatively  limited  extent  of  their  slave  j)opuL- 
tion,  and  to  the  early  marriages,  and  simpler  and  purer  manners,  of  the 
majority  of  the  country  inhabitants.  I  wish  not  to  speak  of  tiiern  harshly. 
There  are,  I  am  well  convinced,  a  great  number  of  pious,  hunidne,  and 
truly  worthy  [people  at  the  Cape,  to  whom  the  above  observations  do 
not  in  any  respect  apply.  I  am  also  convinced,  that,  in  spite  of  all 
their  defects  and  disadvantages,  the  Cape  Dutch,  regarded  as  a  body 
of  men,  possess  many  estimable  n'laliljes.  If  they  have  acquired  many 
of  an  opposite  description,  it  is  because  thty  have  been  so  long  iloubly 
debajied  by  the  curse  of  slavery,  and  the  deprivation  of  a  good  consti- 
tution of  government.  Let  England  remove  that  unsjjeakable  curse, 
and  govern  theui  as  she  should  do, — and  M^n  I  will  venture  to  say  with 
coofideiK^e  of  my  fellow  Colonists,  ihat  there  is  no  mural  or  intclltctual 
excellence,  of  which  they  will  not  -peedily  be  found  capable.  " 


liowcrrr,  ihaC  Uiic  kuUior  «as  correct,  boili  la   '■■■»  r,y,aioai    *aiX  UcU  on  l)ii>    puioi  ,    liiough  I 
ailTcr  froBi   kiln  courely  la  liii  eilimite  of  the  c~cmp«r*Uve  Liappioeu  of  llie  >l*%e  populaUoa. 

*  "  riif  lortuencc  of  tlMrttj,  lo  li<rdeoin(  L".«  Vr!:n<t,  <nd  in  drsl/ojiag  even  ihe  niox  powrrful 
ofoaroitiu&i  <IIccImui,  tj  <i/iioit  luc/raibl*.  S«cA  :'m^s  a*  roaiirrs  »<lliu(  liirir  owd  cliildrru  by 
tUve  voiaea,  arc  ti  l)ic  Cape  tai  I'rom  ■a>'rr<|ucoi  I  ihAJt  mruciou  onlj  oue  which  occurmi  a  frw 
motiiui  i(o.  The  Wifr  of  aa  eitrosiTe  f^/mex  ''a  pervoo  mcuciourd  by  L.xUobe,  aod  who  r<>idc« 
^buoluix  hualr«4  miles  iVom  Cape  Towa,)  aied  la  Uttj,  wtira,  lo  ront'orniity  wilb  th<-  Dutch  law 
uf  iuccrtthoo,  the  coujuuri  proy^tty  waj  trouji.t  lo  a  (.ubiic  ytdc,  lu  order  that  lite  ilnldrca 
mi(ht  rr<.ei«e  llieir  respective  iliaret.  The  o^i  wooao  had  exa>lcd  a  promiM  frotn  lirr  liukbaoa 
oa  iMr  de-aUi'b«d,  Uial  ha  would  cmaacipalc  leruua  Ua*e-childrra  ia  Uie  household,  aud  not  allow 
tbcm  to  IM  toid,  b«ca«te  thry  wc/a  koowo  lu  t.e  Ihc  childrea  of  one  of  (heir  own  torn,  wlio  wat 
«ow  Milled  on  a  ucishb<iuiiuc  estate,  fhe  o!d  nLaa,  dcauuui  u>  kefp  liiJ  promise,  was  resulutely 
tippoacd  'incredible  a*  it  tnay  seem)  by  his  »oo,  use  Tei  y  I'aUier  ot  the  children  in  question  Ilio 
imwuv*  for  thu  oypoasctou  to  the  dicutrs  of  oaiurc— to  h«  mother's  dying  re<iuest— and  his  lather's 
miemn  proouae— wm  totiiid  avtrtce.  If  the  chiMtrea  were  aot  sold,  lie  would  lose  hjs  share  of 
their  price— cil  llie  price  of  his  uwu  Aeab  and  blood  '  He  i:isisl*d  that  they  should  be  priniuccai  at 
ikt  patWir  lale.  Tha  law  waa  oa  liis  side,  ai.d  :i.s  fathrr  could  uoi  rtlusr  hisdrniaud.  But  ibe 
uld  aula's  regard  to  hts  laM  promua  to  his  dere*ar4  wife,  and  bis  indignatioo  at  his  soa't  inhuman 
cooduct,  loduccd  bim  k>  stand  up  at  Ihe  sale,  and  after  meniiooilig  the  abo\e  drtalli  to  the  whole 
aasrtnbly,  to  declare  his  Uxennioattoo  lo  ra-pun  >«*c  the  children  himself  at  whatever  price,  and 
ta  grant  U.eia  ihair  frer.Jom.  at  he  had  picdgad  ni.T.»elf  lo  do.  The  old  man's  londuct  wm» 
aisprovad  uf.  and  uo  one  olTercd  ta  ccxnpeta  with  ika  lo  I><ddi04{  tor  the  children  ;  >rt  ihe  relator 
of  tKii  anccdulc,  who  wa*  prrscut  on  Uie  oci.aasua.  beard  ocilher  surpriaa  nor  indignation  ex- 
^>f-%*r-\  at  tha  cooduct  uf  the  son,  isor  auy  ccuaurc  fwir  1  upoo  lum,  with  the  eicrpiioa  of  j.  rcniaxk 
uiada  ky  a  Mortnaa  musioaary.* 

•,*   We  arc  obliged  to  defer  our  promised  remarks  on  the  ;  opulation 
of  our  Colonies  on  account  of  the  waat  of  some  necessary  lelurns. 


LrmJn  .^  BJO^it LR  A   rUUHS.  f^tmiat.  14.  limilktLmr^  tUit. 


